LESSON 13

Part A

In this lesson we learn:

1. The plural of nouns and adjectives. In English adjectives have no plural form. We
say: “good man” and “good men”. But in Arabic even adjectives have plural form.
In English we have two kinds of plural form:
(1) Sound, and
(2) Broken
In the sound plural the word retains its original form e.g.
Book = books, pen = pens.
In the broken plural the original form of the word is changed to a great extent, e.g.
Man ® men, woman = women. '
In Arabic we have these two kinds of plural form: sound and broken.

e The sound plural is either masculine or feminine. The sound masculine plural has

«-lina» ending. €.g.

muslim-u-n muslim-ina
. g8 L0 ¥ 8
mudarris-u-n mudarris-iina

The sound feminine plural has “at-u-n” ending. e.g.

L

w” 1® A st 0 2
e E> e
muslimat-u-n muslimdt-u-n
2 -]
«” -2 ” - - A
M:L.@.ﬁ = CJL.a:L.@.A
muhandisat-u-n muhandisdt-u-n

Note that in this plural form the singular has short «a» before the «t» (musiimat-u-
n), and the «t» is round (¢), where as in the plural the «a» is long, and the «t» is

open (muslimdt-u-n).
In pronunciation the only difference between the singular and the plural is the

shortness and length of «a»:
muslimat-u-n muslimdt-u-n
@ il
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e The broken plural. Unlike in English, the broken plural is very widely used in
Arabic. There are more than twenty patterns of the broken plural. Some are given

in this lesson. These are:

2

(1u2G3-u-n)! najm-u-n nujim-u-n
i L LS
________________________ (lu2u3-u-n) kitdb-u-n kutub-u-n
I = Il
 (li2a3-u-n) jabal-un jibdlun
5 gt s
(lu2243-u-n) tdji;‘-u-n ujjar-u-n
sl s a5t
..... (al243-u-n) _galam-u-n_ aqldm-u-n
S gy 50
(lu2a3a’-u) zamil-u-n zumald'-u
....... This is without tanwin
Sl B MW
(al2ila’-u) sadig-u-n asdiqd’-u
This iS W1thout tanWin ..........................................
e ¢ )
(1123at-u-n) akh-u-n ikhwat-;t-n

The Student is advised to learn the plural form of every new noun and adjective he

learns.

1 The numbers 1,2 and 3 refer to the first, second and third letters of the word.
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2. The plural of |4 and ¢J» s ;\’3:'6 (ha uld'i), e.g.

This 1s ;1 merchant. These are m/erchants
. :\:...jl: o.us . u\.;u;:l; ;Y}A
This 1s a lady teacher. These are lady teachers.

e
Note that sV $2 is mostly used with human beings. Its use to refer to non-human

beings is rare. See lesson 16 to find out what word to be used with non-human
beings.

3. The plural of }; “he” 1s ;-;\ “they” (masculine). Unlike the singular }-; the plural

;'-; is used to refer only to human beings, ¢.g.

I I | L0 A Y. 28 04
Bl o O g yha o
He is a teacher. They are teachers.

The plural of 4 (his) is +4- (their),e.g.

0)0//09

Where is their house? | p—ﬁ—“—‘ o)

"o Ao 5

Their father is a famous merchant f-@*“' f-b - ]
Note that the words for “they” and “their” have the same form ((v-f“).

- - f o A :
4. We have leamt ——23 “he went”. Now “they went” is ! 323 dhahabii. Note that

there is an alif at the end of the word which is not pronounced.
Note that the pronoun that we have learnt in this part of the lesson 1s masculine.
We will learn the feminine pronoun in Part B of this lesson.

A e -
5. R”*® “some”.e.g.
-~ 04 a0 as 0. 4,08 Y. 8 0 848 0.
N T r.@..ax;jcu)u)uur.g.m

Some of them areteachers,and some (of them) are the engineers.
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Exercises

Ex.1: Change the subject of the following sentences to: plural as shown in the
example.

Ex.2: Change the underlined word to plural and reconstruct the sentence.

Ex.3: Make the following nouns mudaf using first a noun, and then a pronoun as
shown in the example.
Note that in nouns ending in alif and hamzah the hamzah is written above a
waw when followed by a pronoun, but when followed by a noun it remains
independent. e.g.

Y. a2 s Tof
Muhammad’s sons Aoes sl
His sons :3\..:\‘
Ex.4: Change the subject of the following sentences to plural as shown in the
example.

Ex.5: Read and write.
Ex.6: Write the plural of the following nouns and adjectives.

tdVocabulary
i plural of (= young man o pl of ;.L[ name
3‘}-'; pl of:};)btall U\.;._) pl of:);.-; man
s plof CIUs student :,»L'J‘ people
sA A ®o . N so
>4>- plof o> new JLad plof al short
# o ® .0 A8 ® @ L
a2 guest, pl 3 o> Cb"; pl of - > pilgrim
35 village s5.Lol plof 3idlo friend

® 'i/ ®*) 0 :} 2.8,
J.v- field, pl J o= r-&)anj‘ restaurant, mess
27 2 g0 . ) ® 0
M) plof Jes) class-mate sl plof -l son
02 To s « T s A
J glgoms pl Agioee  hardworking C:-& old man, learned-

a8
o a8

man, pl & e
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Part B

In this part we Icarn the following:

- J A
I. The plural of » “she” is (» e.g.
They are my brothers,

and they are my sisters.

_/a\o)
¢ gy P
£ 5 A

S A

- g 2
The plural of L» “her” is ;- “ their”. Note that the pronouns for “they” and

“their” are the same.

G st T .
They are my class-mates and this is their house. _ ¢ s g LS’QAJ‘L DR

2. We have already learnt that the plural of 9;'\:% is ;Y‘}:‘b. i.e. it is the same for both

the masculine and the feminine.

o & .
3. We have learnt in Part A that | 2> means “they went” (masculine). “They went”

(feminine) is o> (dhahabna), e.g.
Where are your brothers?

They went to the university.

And where are your sisters?

They went to the library.
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4. We have already learnt the formation of the sound feminine plural. In the
pronunciation the «a» before the «t» is lengthened. In writing, in addition to this,
the “round ta” is changed to “open ta”, €.g.

:/ P C> , - A
A.c.;.mo CJ\.A.;M
muslimat-u-n = muslimdt-u-n
Note that the following plurals which are irregular:
s ° PN
- LY
bint-un bandt-un
L °o £ P ) -, < £
e ol I
ukht-un akhawdt-u-n
¥ P
sl ol
fatd-u-n fataydt-u-n

38

For Personal use Only. Courtesy of Institute of the Language of the Qur'an (lugatulquran@hotmail.com),
and by kind permission of Shaykh Dr. V. Abdur Raheem



&5 Exercises
Ex.1: Change the subject in the following sentences to plural. Note that adjectives

L

like 54> ¢ J‘}J? ¢ 3\-*;& ¢ 3\-:-{ are the same for masculine and feminine.

Ex.2: Read and write.
Ex.3: Change the subject in the following sentences to plural .
Ex.4: Fill in the blanks using the suitable demonstrative pronoun:

(8- .. -
(Y 5r ot ¢ Iia).

Note that s ¥ 34 is for both masculine and feminine.

Ex.5: Fill in the blanks using the suitable personal pronoun:

(Z;cziec;.;c};)

Ex.6: Write the plural of the following nouns and adjectives.

tdVocabulary

g;\-;:v\t lady professor ;\-::M women (plural

;\;-3; wife from a different
s aunt (father’s sister) root)

8(;;.3\ women &33 husband

i ~°. ° , . .
s3Y 4l adawe maternity hospital
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Part C

In this part we learn that the plural of ;‘J-Yb and ':‘J-LE is ;‘Ju/ Y}f “those”. Note that the

waw (_/)) in ;‘JUi \)33‘ is not pronounced. The words is pronounced /4 'ika.

&SExercises
Ex.1: Change the subject of the following sentences to plural as shown in the
example.

Ex.2: Fill in the blanks using the suitable demonstrative pronoun:(i‘)iycjr:i«ui ,
U3,

-

Ex.3: Write the plural of the following nouns.
Ex.4: Read the following keeping in mind that these broken plural patterns have no
tanwin.
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