The Arabic Alphabet and Vowel Signs

The Arabic letters of the alphabet are twenty {28 in number, all of which, with exception of
Alif, are consonants.
Consonants means it has speech sound.

There are three vowel signs in Arabic.

-

FATAH (=) denoting “a” e.g.» = da

KASRAH (=) denoting “V" .g. di
;

DUMMA (=) denoting “u” .g. du

SUKUN (=) itis the sign denoting absence of a vowel.

A consonant that does not carry any vowel is maliked Sukun.

In Arabic there are three (3) parts of speech.
;-0“’! (Noun) J-'ﬁ (Verb) df (Particle)
Arabic ;-w! includes English nouns, pronouns, adjectivesaaiverbs.
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ArabicJA? is co-extensive with English verbs.

All words besides;-:»! and J-né are UJ-‘; - Particles.

;.w[ (noun) may be indefinite{s};j) or definite (5\5};) :

There are no definite or indefinite articles in Bi@language equivalent to Englishy an, the.

Indefiniteness of;-owl is indicated by"‘é}g (nunation at the end of the noun ) which means

vowel sign is doubled at the end of the word.
Definiteness is indicated b;ﬂ‘ prefixed to the noun.
L’Us a book ;-15 apen

o

;JGSJ\ the book ;,.LEJ\ the pen
Since ;-wl cannot at the same time be definite and indef,iqj,é}-oif and J! do not coexist.
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o) and ('-W\ will be incorrect.
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Tanween is also used with proper nouns #e>ws c-\j/b' «& ). Even though there is a

tanween at the end of the nouthese proper nouns ar e definite.
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